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Abstract 

The utility of bibliometrics for answering sociological questions about science crucially depends on the 

former’s suitability for operationalising sociological concepts. After it originally drove the application 

of bibliometric methods for sociological purposes, the idea of operationalising sociological concepts 

has largely disappeared. The aim of my talk is to explore the potential of bibliometric methods for 

operationalising sociological concepts and current boundaries to such an operationalisation. I use two 

examples – the reconstruction of topics from sets of papers and the measurement of ‘research quality’ 

– to demonstrate that an operationalisation will always require conceptual work, be partial, and be 

confronted with problems of validation. To address these issues, interdisciplinary collaboration appears 

to be the best way forward. 
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