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https://bit.ly/oax-kzb


“Our goal is to change the stories that 
universities tell about themselves, 
placing open knowledge at the heart 
of that narrative. ”



Being in control of our own story 
requires that we be able to control the 
data, analytics and algorithms that 
makes up that story
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https://datastudio.google.com/s/q8gQiQNtPHE


The loss of Microsoft Academic is a 
challenge…but also an opportunity…



…what if we actually critically validated 
a dataset before we started relying on 
it for strategic decision making?



VALIDATING 
OPEN ALEX
OPEN ANALYSIS OF OPEN DATA



COMPARING MAG AND OPENALEX COVERAGE

OpenAlex - March 2022
(209 M records, no patents)

MAG Last Dump - Dec 2021
(271 M records)



COMPARING MAG AND OPENALEX COVERAGE

OpenAlex - March 2022MAG Last Dump - Dec 2021



OPENALEX ADDED VALUE TO CROSSREF DATA

coverage of Crossref DOIs
by publication year 

coverage of Crossref DOIs
by publication type 



OPENALEX ADDED VALUE TO CROSSREF DATA

coverage comparison - all time coverage comparison - 2021 



OPENALEX ADDED VALUE TO CROSSREF DATA

added value - all time added value - 2021 



OPENALEX ADDED VALUE TO CROSSREF DATA

AFFILIATIONS AFFILIATIONS - ROR

added value - 2021 added value - 2021 



OPENALEX ADDED VALUE TO CROSSREF DATA

added value - 2021 added value - 2021 

AUTHORS AUTHORS - ORCID



OPENALEX ADDED VALUE TO CROSSREF DATA

added value - 2021 added value - 2021 

ABSTRACTS SUBJECTS



OPENALEX ADDED VALUE TO CROSSREF DATA

JOURNALS - ISSN JOURNALS - ISSN

coverage comparison - 2021
OpenAlex January 2022

coverage comparison - 2021
OpenAlex March 2022

ISSN ISSN



REFLECTIONS

OPEN ANALYSIS OF OPEN DATA



THE WORLD HAS CHANGED
● Greater expectations of transparency and reproducibility
● A lot more data, not all of which is being audited
● A lot more critical analysis of algorithms and analysis (not all of 

which is in good faith)
● A lack of investment in the systems that would allow us to deliver 

more transparent, community curated and validated information

We have an opportunity to do things differently…



OPEN ALEX IS A POWERFUL RESOURCE
● It is growing and changing as you might expect
● It has gaps and issues (as you would reasonably expect)
● It is already sufficiently powerful to be used in a range of 

applications and its current state is a massive achievement

● The fact that it exists and is open allows us to do things differently
● It will only get better, particularly if it is critiqued and supported



PICTURE A WORLD…
● …where open and re-usable resources are available and combined 

for a wide variety of community use cases
● …where there is an ecosystem of pathways for correction and 

curation by the experts on a particular context
● …where the choices on how data is gathered and processed, and 

how metrics are calculated is in our hands

This world is within grasp if we choose to support it
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LINKS AND 
MATERIALS

● This slide deck: https://bit.ly/oax-kzb

● Code, data and queries Github repository for this analysis

● Automatically generated reports:

○ MAG Last Dump (2020 Focus, 2021 Focus)

○ OpenAlex January (2021 Focus)

○ OpenAlex March (2021 Focus, 2022 Focus)

● Data Integration Platform and Workflows [Zenodo]

○ Documentation: Platform and Workflows

○ Github: Platform and Workflows

https://bit.ly/oax-kzb
https://github.com/Curtin-Open-Knowledge-Initiative/open-metadata-report
https://github.com/Curtin-Open-Knowledge-Initiative/open-metadata-report/blob/main/reports/run_20220325_1/report_template_singleDB_mag.pdf
https://github.com/Curtin-Open-Knowledge-Initiative/open-metadata-report/blob/main/reports/run_20220325_2/report_template_singleDB_mag.pdf
https://github.com/Curtin-Open-Knowledge-Initiative/open-metadata-report/blob/main/reports/run_20220325_3/report_template_singleDB.pdf
https://github.com/Curtin-Open-Knowledge-Initiative/open-metadata-report/blob/main/reports/run_20220325_4/report_template_singleDB.pdf
https://github.com/Curtin-Open-Knowledge-Initiative/open-metadata-report/blob/main/reports/run_20220325_5/report_template_singleDB.pdf
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6366701
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6366695
https://docs.observatory.academy/en/latest/
https://academic-observatory-workflows.readthedocs.io/en/latest/
https://github.com/The-Academic-Observatory/observatory-platform
https://github.com/The-Academic-Observatory/academic-observatory-workflows

